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March 31, 1905 558 

Heports from Bio de Janeiro — Inspection of vessels — Mortuary statis- 
tics — Plague, smallpox, and yellow fe\ 



fever. 



Acting Assistant Surgeon Stewart reports, February 22 and March 
1, as follows: 

During the week ended on the 19th instant, the following vessels 
were inspected and issued bills of health from this office: On the 15th 
instant the British Steamship Livonia, for New York, with a cargo of 
coffee, no passengers, and no change in the crew personnel; on the 
same date the German steamship Capri, for New York, with a cargo 
of coffee and 1 steerage passenger from this port, and no change in the 
crew personnel; on the 17th instant the British steamship Merchant 
Prince, for New York, with a cargo of coffee, 1 first-class passenger, 
and 1 new man of crew taken on here. I ordered to be removed from 
this ship, before sailing, a fireman suffering from what I thought was 
malarial fever, a fact which I noted on the supplemental bills of health. 
The next day's press reported the case as one of 3 r ellow fever, but I at 
once communicated with the chief health officer of the Republic, Doctor 
Cruz, and found the press report to be a mistake, and the diagnosis to 
be in all probability enteric fever, certainty not yellow fever. Of this 
negative fact 1 was certain, or almost so, when I gave the bill of 
health to the ship. No Other vessels left this port during the week 
for American, Canal Zone, or Cuban ports. 

Mortuary report from Pemambuco, Brazil. 

The total mortality for the two weeks ended January 31, 1 905, was 
327 in a population of from 180,000 to 200,000. Of these deaths, 
variola caused 123; enteric fever, 3; measles, «1; tuberculosis, 53; 
malarial fevers, 19; leprosy, 1; syphilis, 4; cancer, 1; grippe, 1; dys- 
entery, 1; septicaemia, 2; and erysipelas, 1; other causes not reported. 
This number of deaths gives a daily average rate of 28, with 39 as the 
greatest number in any one day, and 20.4 as the lowest rate. 

The yearly rate per each 1,000 of the population is therefore 41.3. 

Bubonic plague in Taubete, State of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Under date of the 18th instant, 1 case — a fatal one of the pneumonic 
form of bubonic plague — occurred in the town of Taubete. This is a 
city on the Central Railway of Brazil between Rio de Janeiro and Sao 
Paulo, and is situated at an altitude of 586 meters. Fatal cases have 
been reported by me from the towns of Pindamonhangaba and Guara- 
tingueta, the next two stations of importance on the line toward the 
north. These cases are doubtless all imported from Rio or Nictheroy, 
or other places near here. 

In this case the patient was taken ill suddenly and survived only a 
few hours. Information as to whether she had been in Rio lately is 
not forthcoming from the reports. 

Mortality in Sao Paulo, State of Sao PomIo, Brazil. 

During the week ended the 12th instant there were in all 96 deaths, 
as follows: Measles, 1; grippe, 3; enteric fever, 3; tuberculosis, 7; 
syphilis, 1; diseases of the nervous system, 5; of the circulatory system, 



